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Fort Wayne, First Local Chapter of Concordia | 
Historical Institute 
_ The Fort Wayne chapter of the Concordia Historical In- 
stitute, which had been in the formative stage of development for 
“some time, has finally become a reality. In fact, the chapter has 
not only been organized, but several significant events have marked 
its activities. It is the first local chapter to be organized under the 
new provisions adopted by the Concordia Historical Institute. Our 
group has also served as host for the triennial convention of the 
Institute during the Wyneken Convention at Fort Wayne last year 
in June, when an even hundred people met at the banquet table to 
hear the speakers and to participate in the work. 

The first regular meeting of the chapter for the current school 
year was held on December 8, 1941, with 42 people in attendance. 
We met in the new historical museum display room, which was 
dedicated for public use at that time. This date was selected 
because it was the most convenient date that came nearest to 
December 9, which marks the opening of the first classes at Con- 
cotdia College at Altenburg (Dresden), Perry County, Mo., in 
1839. Miss Gertrude Schick, daughter of our never-to-be-forgotten 
Rektor George Schick, was the speaker. The group was assembled 


Quaricriy 


? ) ’ 


in an cAfenee manner in ine iste room, Bbc by. many 
relics of Concordia’s past days. Miss Schick spoke on things she 
had personally observed on the college grounds while she lived 
here. Others related experiences from their stock of remembrances, — 
-and then the group retired to the mess hall for an informal meeting 
with luncheon. All who were present registered, and their names 
will be preserved in the museum archives. 


It is planned to make this December meeting on or near hey 


ninth an annual affair. A second meeting, probably in the form 
of a dinner, will be held in the spring. A program consisting of 


some novel features is under consideration now. 


The present officers are: Rev. Fred Wambsganss, president; — 


Dr. Walter G. Herrling, secretary; H.G. Nuoffer, treasurer; Prof. 
E. E. Foelber and Marcus Knoblauch, board members. 

_ At the present date there are 29 paid members, who are, thete- 
fore, the real charter members of the local chapter. They are: 
Rev. H. H. Backs, Prof. Paul F. Bente, Miss Amy Bischoff, Miss 
Pauline Bischoff, Prof. Herbert G. Bredemeier, Prof. Walter E. 
Buszin, W. C. Dickmeyer, Prof. E. E. Foelber, William Fruechte- 
nicht, Sr., William Fruechtenicht, Jr., Prof. Walter Herrling, O. R. 
Kiefer, Rev. Walter Klausing, Marcus Knoblauch, Director Ottomar 
- Krueger, Prof. Erwin L. Meyer, Rev. Paul F. Miller, H. G. Nuoffer, 
Fred Paul, Louis C. Rippe, Arthur F. Schack, Miss Gertrude Schick, 
Dr. John H. Schust, Louis K. Seabold, Rev. Erwin Tepker, Karl 
Ulmer, Rev. Fred Wembrgatesy Dr. T. C. Wyneken, Miss Marie 
Zucker. 


The purpose of the Fort Wayne chapter i is to bring per 
all Lutherans who are genuinely interested in Lutheran historical 
lore. All those who are thrilled at making some historical find are 
cordially invited. Thus the members hope to foster a deeper in- 


terest in preserving the Lutheran heritage of the past. Much can: 


be done in this respect in the Fort Wayne area, which is an old 
center of Lutheranism and where very little has been done to rebuild 
the Lutheran past. Thus, by pooling the energy of all those who 
ate really absorbed in this task, it is our hope that Fort Wayne 
can become a center of this work in this entire region by collecting 
all important data and facts of the development of Lutheranism. 
We are not thinking so much of permanent records, but rather of 
the human interest stories and the significant sidelights which will 
disappear forever once the men and women who lived during that 
age are no longer with us. 


ie muse 1 at our Concordia College. This 
NaS. DES Re Bieta Cae, go by 

hee ssisted by ia AY workers who have been assigned 
nis work, over five thousand articles have been acquired, con- 


- Other articles of interest are letters, documents of an official 


tad 


professors, personal objects of former professors, and other old 
_ records, such as faculty minutes, minutes of the local pastoral con- 
ference, minutes of societies at Concordia College, class books, 
annuals, etc. Our collections at present revolve mostly around 
im: former presidents, as Director Frederick Zucker, Director Martin 
J. Schmidt, and Director Martin Luecke, and the three well-known 
professors Crull, Schick, and Kruse. We hope to build these col- 
lections up considerably and to strengthen the collections dealing 
with other professors at our Concordia here. ae 
Watter HeErrine, Secretary 
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Slovak Chapter of the Concordia Historical Institute 


The parish-hall of Zion Slovak Lutheran Church at Newark, 
N. J., may be considered as the birthplace of the Slovak Chapter 
of the Concordia Historical Institute. For it was there, during the 
convention of the Delegate Synod of the Slovak Lutheran Church, 
June 18—25, 1941, that the undersigned was given the opportunity © 
to speak to the gathering on the aims and work of the Concordia 
Historical Institute. The closing words formed an urgent appeal 
for the founding of a Slovak chapter which would work hand in 
hand with the Institute in collecting and preserving material of 
historical value especially to Slovak Lutherans. The response was 
very encouraging. Not only did some pledge their support in 
’ forming such a chapter, but three persons applied for membership 
f and paid the membership fee. 

Further progress was made through correspondence. The first 
letter contained the suggested new Article X of the By-Laws on the 
Founding of Chapters. This letter was mailed to all pastors of 
the Slovak Synod. It brought in additional membership fees as 
well as a few books as a contribution to the Historical Museum. 
The membership had increased to seven members. Another letter, 


‘some ten years or more ago by Dr. Walter G. 


ing mostly of pictures, many of which are now already of great 


old books and pamphlets, old textbooks, furniture of former — am 


gre Saari 
el a etree ae are fs nae A chapter. The ae 
first task was to draw up a slate of candidates for office. This 


choice of candidates was left entirely to each of the eight members. 
This democratic move resulted in a choice of seven out of the pos- 
sible eight members as candidates for office. In considering this 
result one must bear in mind that the members live at a great 
distance from one another. Further correspondence narrowed the 


slate to five candidates. The ballot was then prepared and mailed — 


on November 28, 1941. The returns came in slowly, undoubtedly 
because of the busy holiday season. While the returns were being 
| and recorded, the membership was increased to nine. 
The present temporary officers and members are: 
President: Rev. John Bajus, Granite City, Ill. 
Secretary: Rev. Michal Estok, Hazleton, Pa. 
Treasurer: Rev. George Majoros, St. Louis, Mo. 
Members: Rev. Andrew Daniel, President of Slovak Synod, 
Detroit, Mich.; Prof. George Dolak, Concordia College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Reg John Dvorovy, Blue Island, Ill.; Rev. Jaroslav 


-Majoros, chaccal Pa.; Rev. Paul Rafaj, Secretary be Slovak Synod, 


Olyphant, Pa.; Rev. Ernest Reguly, Minneapolis, Minn. . 

The Chapter may have the distinction of extending over a 
wider area than any other chapter of the Institute, but this will 
also limit its full membership meetings to one every two years, the 
years of the Delegate Synod Conventions. Joun Bayus 


The Missouri Synod in Northwestern Ohio 
By the REV. GEORGE A. MAASSEL, Napoleon, O. ns, 


VI 


The Lord forsaketh not His flock, His chosen generation 


1904—1941 


Ss (Concluded ) 


It may be added here that subsequent developments indicate 
that Van Wert County was not particularly fortunate in two of its 
pastors. In 1913 Pastor C. W. Giese resigned from the ministry 
and withdrew from membership with Synod. In 1915 Pastor 
F, W. Kossmann resigned from the ministry because of offense he 


In the late spring x 4912 pee H. "Holle accepted a call to. 
Ee Pesach Bend, Indiana. He was succeeded by Pastor Geo. J. ar . 
who was s installed in Zion, Schumm, on the Thirteenth Sunday eo: see 


ik 1915 Zion, eee SReee out of j its ieeebe frame church, 


= Shick had been erected in 1855, into a spacious brick church, which <<. 
was dedicated April 25, 1915. Fi vs 
as After serving St. Thanase for twenty years Pastor A.F.C. 
-__ Buuck terminated his services here by accepting a call to St. Martini, aoa 
near Fort Wayne. Early in 1920 he was succeeded by Pastor Theo. ee 

H. Henkel of Amlin, Ohio, at one time pastor of Zion, Edgerton, 


When Pastor H. Osterhus in turn went to Zion, Edgerton, to suc- — oe 
ceed Pastor H.C. Messerli, he was succeeded by Pastor Wm. F. 
Henkel at Immanuel, Van Wert, and at St. Paul’s, Convoy; for 
in 1920 Zion of Union Township joined with some people in 
~ Convoy who had organized St. Paul’s, Convoy. Pastor Wm. F. 
Henkel’s service in Van Wert was cut lamentably short by his un- 
timely departure, the result of a goiter, December 22, 1922. He died 
in Fort Wayne at the age of 41 years, 9 months, and 2 days, having’ 
been born at Logan, Ohio, March 20, 1881. He had served in the 
Church for 19 years and 6 months. 

At the close of 1920 Pastor T. Zoch resigned hiss pastorate in 
St. John’s, Convoy, and installed his successor, Pastor Hy. Hardt 
on Sexagesima Sunday, 1921. Earlier in 1920 Pastor G. J. Meyer 
had removed from Zion, Schumm, and been succeeded by Pastor 
R. O. Bienert, who was installed October 31, 1920, by Pastor Theo. 
H. Henkel. 


Zz bias oer 


Statistical Summary for 1922 | 

Pastor R.O.Bienert, Zion, Schumm. 247 souls, 167 com- 
municants, 41 children in parochial school. 

Pastor Th. H. Henkel, St. Thomas. 239 souls, 176 communi- 
cants, 35 children in Sunday-school. 

Pastor Hy. Hardt, St. John, Convoy. 209 souls, 134 com- 
municants, 40 children in parochial school. 

Immanuel, Van Wert. 174 souls, 119 communicants, 70 en- 
rolled in Sunday-school. 

St. Paul’s Convoy. 82 souls, 53 communicants, 50 in Sunday- 
school. 


— ” 


treatise se ieee ames 


: What astonished the writer when he sified the kee of a 
these last eighteen years was that this period, too, furnishes an - 
abundance of facts which may seem trifling to the present genera- 
tion but which at a later date will ‘prove exceedingly interesting and 


* 


fascinating. 

In the early years Sat the Missouri Synod Der Lutheraner quite 
naturally became the repository of much historical lore. But now 
_ Synod has become so large that only an insignificant part ofthe: 724 
history of individual congregations and of specific areas is recorded 
in the official church-papers. It therefore devolves upon the respec- 
tive pastors to write a detailed chronicle of their congregations and 
Beene Nor can this be done at twenty-year intervals. It must 
be done when the events happen. Every change, every innovation, 

every event that stirs the congregation ought to be recorded as 
faithfully as baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials. 
Every congregation, for example, has introduced English ser- 
vices in the course of time, but too seldom this historical event is 
recorded in the chronicle of the congregation. Where is the record 
of the attendance of the first English service? Again, nearly all 
events in the history of a congregation are observed with special 
services. Not only ought the names of the festival preachers be on 
record but also the texts and the themes of the festival sermons. 
The latter frequently give a hint of the motives and the aspirations 
of the congregation. If these lines move pastors to record more 
faithfully the noteworthy events in the life of their congregations, 


much will be BRU toward a deeper appreciation of their 


histories. 
1923 again brought foul new workers of the Missouri ae 
into this territory. 
Increasing physical debility forced Pastor H. Osterhus to resign 
his pastorate at Zion, Edgerton. Pastor L. W.Dornseif of Mount 
Hope, Ohio, was installed at Zion Rogate Sunday, 1923, by Pastor | 
P. G. Nau. » 
A few weeks later Pastor F. A. Kiess terminated almost twenty 
years’ service at St. John’s, Defiance, by accepting a call to Reynolds, 1 
Indiana. He was succeeded by Pastor Albert Dede of the Cleveland _ 
area, who was inducted into office the Fifth Sunday after Trinity, a. 
1923, by Pastor C. H. Schroeder. ae 
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__ During the summer Pastor E. Bliss removed to Trinity, Logan, — 
Ohio. His successor was Pastor A.C. Thober of the Eastern Dis- 
trict, who was installed the Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity, 
1923, at Trinity, Elmore, by Pastor Theo. Horst. _ tae 
Pastor P. G. Nau was called to Clifty, Indiana, in September 
and was succeeded by Pastor. George Maassel of New Underwood, 
S.Dak., who was installed in St. John’s, Sherwood, the Fourth — 
Sunday in Advent 1923, by Pastor W. L. Dornseif. 
Trinity, Toledo, had the joy of dedicating its remodeled and — 
enlarged school and parish-house Dec. 9, 1923. From the time of 
its founding, 49 years ago, a total of seventeen workers had been 
active in Trinity school. Since 1918 it had not been Trinity’s school — 
exclusively, for Zion, a neighboring congregation, affiliated with the _ 
Wisconsin Synod and served by Pastor Geo. Luetke, had patronized 
and helped support the school. This arrangement, which makes 
Trinity’s school a central school, has continued to the present time. 


“When the remodeled and enlarged school was dedicated, it had 


an enrolment of 210 pupils, who were being instructed by four 
teachers: Mr. J.P.Plehn, active in Trinity since 1880; Mr. C. P. 
Wesenberg, since 1910; Mr. J.Gehm, since 1918; and Mr. L. M. 
Palm, since 1921. The preachers for the dedication services were 
Pastor J. W. Miller of Fort Wayne and Prof. G. Eifrig of River 
Forest, Illinois. 

The pastorate of Walter Andres at St. Paul’s, Flatrock, was 
rather brief. In the spring of 1924 he removed to Grace, West- 


wood, a suburb of Cincinnati. There he remained only about 


a year. He resigned and was officially declared ineligible for a call 
into a pastorate. His successor at St. Paul’s was Pastor F. W. 
Horstmann, who was installed the First Sunday in Advent, 1924, by 
Pastor Theo. Luft. 
In a meeting held May 25, 1924, Emmaus Congregation in 
Wauseon resolved to acquire its own church property. A suitable 
lot on North Fulton Street, the main thoroughfare of Wauseon, 
was purchased and an abandoned church building located some 
eleven miles southwest of Wauseon was bought and moved onto 
the lot. Most of the labor necessary for the construction of a 
basement and for moving the building was donated by the members. 
Feb. 1, 1925, Emmaus dedicated its newly acquired house of worship 
with gratitude to God. - 
__ A far more ambitious building program was undertaken by 
Trinity, Elmore. This undertaking culminated in the dedication, 
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May 30, 1925, of a new Trinity Church erected at a cost of ap- 
proximately 944, 000. 

When the former Joint Syaed of Ohio resolved to discontinue 
_ its Normal School or Teachers’ College at Woodville, near Toledo, 


one of the instructors of that institution decided to leave a church — 


body which held Christian education in light esteem. Pastor 
Wm. Nordsiek applied for membership in the Missouri Synod, 
was received, and called to St. Peter’s, Indianapolis, where he was 
installed Sexagesima Sunday, 1924. For a number of years he has 
been chairman of the Board of Christian Education of the Central 
District. 

Late in 1924 Pastor W.L. Dornseif resigned temporarily from 
office and removed to Indiana. Zion, Edgerton, called Pastor 
A. Betz of North Dakota, who was installed Oculi Sunday, 1925, 
by Pastor George Maassel. 

Early in 1925 Pastor Theo. Luft was released to the pHs 
District. His successor at St. Petet’s, Florida, was Pastor F. W. 
G. Mueller of Missouri, who was inducted into office Cantate Sun- 
day, May 3, 1925, by Pastor F. W. Horstmann. 

1926 again marked a notable dedication. St. John’s, Defiance, 
erected a modern two-room school and parish-house at a cost of 
about $32,000. It was dedicated October 3, 1926. 

The convention of the Missouri Synod in St. Louis in 1926 
elected Pastor F. J. Lankenau to a vice-presidency and so conferred 
a distinction upon Northwestern Ohio also. 


The same year, as reported in a previous chapter, Pastor W. L. 


Fischer, the senior and veteran of the clergy in Northwestern Ohio, 
departed this life at an age of more than 84 years. Less than six 
‘months later he was followed by his intimate friend and coworker, 
Pastor Theo. Carl Horst. The latter was suddenly taken out of the 


midst of his labors by a heart attack March 13, 1937. He was born 


in Grove City, Ohio, Oct.6, 1862, and so attained an age of 
64 years, 5 months, and 7 days. He had been in office 4114 years, 
of which he spent 3314 years at Immanuel, Toledo. His successor 
was Pastor Karl R. Trautmann of Lima, Ohio, who was inducted 
into office at Immanuel the Fifth Sunday after Trinity, 1927, by 
Pastor G. Blievernicht. 

At this time another Christian day-school was added to the 
few Christian day-schools of this area. St. Luke’s, Clinton Twp., 
with courageous faith erected a modern school building at a cost 
of about $9,000. It was dedicated in the late summer. The Fif- 
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teenth Sunday after Trinity, 1927, Mr. Wm. Sowatsky, a graduate 
of Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois, was installed 
as first teacher of St. Luke’s School by Pastor O. G. Hebestreit. 

The same year St. John’s, Defiance, called its second teacher, 
Mr. E. Nickel, who was installed the Twelfth Sunday after Trinity, 

1927, by Pastor A.Dede.  ~ ; 
. Shortly before Christmas, Pastor A. Dede was called to a pro- 
fessorship at Concordia College, Milwaukee, and was succeeded by 
Pastor O. G. Hebestreit of the Fulton County parish. The latter 
_ was inducted into office at St. John’s, Defiance, Reminiscere Sunday, 
1928, by Pastor George Maassel. . 

The Fulton County parish now called Pastor Robert G. Traut- 
mann of Eugene, Oregon, so that now two grandsons of the pioneer 
Pastor Ph. Jakob Trautmann were to labor in the region which the 
latter had entered more than eighty years before. Pastor R. Traut- 
mann was installed in his parish Cantate Sunday, 1928, by Pastor 
G. Blievernicht. . ; 

In the spring of 1928 mission-minded members of the congte- 
gations of the Missouri and Wisconsin synods in Toledo organized 
the Lutheran Mission Society of the Synodical Conference, later 
more familiarly known as the Toledo Mission Society. Since the 
United Lutheran Church and the church-bodies which soon or- 
ganized the American Lutheran Church had far more churches in 
Toledo than the Synodical Conference, the Mission Society meant 
to do mission-work in Toledo and so chiefly conserve and increase 
the membership of Synodical Conference congregations. While the 
society was being organized, its first worker, unknown to the so- 
ciety, was also getting ready. He was Pastor F. W. Almendinger 
of Lima, Ohio, a clergyman of the United Lutheran Church who 
applied for membership in the Missouri Synod. He was received 
into the Central District at the Convention, June 24—29, 1928, 
and a few weeks later called to do mission-work in Toledo, where 
he was installed the Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity, 1928, by 
Pastor F. J. Lankenau. The Central District report of 1929 
erroneously states that the installation took place in “Christ 
~ Church.” There was no church or congregation by that name. 
The installation service was held in a vacant store building on 
Monroe Street. 

The mission-work of Pastor Almendinger, however, almost 
immediately took a different course than its sponsors, the Mission 
~ Society, had planned. Early in 1929 a congregation was organized 
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in the Monroe-Central District of Toledo, and in the’ meeting of 
_ Feb. 3, 1929, the name “Memorial Ev. Luth. Church” was adopted 
in commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the publication of 
Luther’s Small Catechism. April 7, 1929, the newly organized con- 
gtegation resolved to apply for pen bere’ in the English District — 
of the Missouri Synod. Memorial Church was received by the 
English District June 27, 1929. September 8, 1929, Memorial laid 
the corner-stone for its church with Pastor A.H.A.Loeber of 
Detroit as festival preacher. Already Dec. 22, 1929, the new 
Memorial Church, erected at a cost of approximately $72,000, could 
be dedicated. The dedication sermon was preached by Brak E. 
Schnedler of Concordia College, Fort Wayne. While it might have 
seemed a bold undertaking for a newly organized congregation to 
erect so costly a church, the faith and courage of the founders has 
been justified by later developments. In the spring of 1941 the 
indebtedness was less than $10,000, despite the years of depression, 
3 hiclisce ittalenoee af tonccurhenmneeiieet was completed. 

When Memorial Church had been taken under the wing of the 
English District, the Mission Society resolved to begin work in the 
extreme south of Toledo in the area called Beverly Place. Student 
Frederick Lorberg of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, was the first 
wotker in this field, arriving in Toledo in the fall of 1929. A port- 
able chapel, called the Bethlehem Mission See was dedicated 
Dec. 8, 1929. 

While these events were taking place i in Toledo, St. Paul’s, 
_ Napoleon, was also to make a remarkable stride forward. For 
years some members of St. Paul’s had deplored the inadequacy 
of the quarters in which the Sunday-school and other organizations 
of the congregation had had to be housed and in which the children 
met for their week-day religious instruction. A dark and sometimes 
damp church basement was conducive neither to physical health. 
nor to mental alertness. Finally in July, 1928, while Pastor F. J. 
Lankenau as Vice-President of the Missouri Synod was gone to 
attend several District synodical conventions, St. Paul’s Congrega- 
tion resolved to build a parish-house. Sometime previously a suitable 
lot adjoining the church property had been purchased for this 
purpose by a devoted member of St. Paul’s. The corner-stone for 
the new structure was laid Aug. 26, 1928, with Pastors H. C. Knust 
and C. H. Schroeder preaching sermons appropriate to the occasion. 
The following Pentecost, May 19, 1929, St. Paul’s dedicated its new 
parish-house with four services, in which Pastors F. J. Lankenau, 


vhile a major disaster struck St. John’s Church, Sher- _ 
on Sunday evening, Jan. 13, 1929, fire from the over- 


i‘ 


broke out in the church about one hour before the 


burning fire in the interior of the church, and the building was 
spared. The interior, however, had been completely ruined. For- _ 
tunately the loss was covered by insurance. After thorough repairs — 
and complete renovation of the interior, St. John’s, Sherwood, was 
_tededicated May 26, 1929.. \ a a 
__ The founding of Memorial Church in Toledo resulted in still = 
another mission undertaking the following year. Pastor F.W. ir 
_ Almendinger found another promising mission-field in West Toledo 
and requested the Mission Board of the English District to place = ao 
a missionary into this rapidly developing residential section. Can- Sa 
didate J.P. Fackler was called for this field. Ordained in St. An- ae. 
drew’s Church, Detroit, he was formally installed the Sixteenth patch 
Sunday after Trinity, Oct.5, 1930, in Memorial Church as pastor 
of the Homedale Lutheran Mission by Pastor E.C. Fackler. The — 
first Sunday-school and church service were conducted in a private 
home Nov. 2, 1930. } 


, St. James’s Church, Fulton County, which had been dedicated ate 
Oct. 26, 1873, while Pastor A. Krafft was suffering thumping tooth- : 


ache, had by this time become an aching old structure. Ina special = 
meeting of the congregation July 15, 1929, the state of disrepair sy 
of the church was the topic under consideration, but no definite 
action was taken. In a subsequent meeting, held May 11, 1930, 
it was reported that a vacant Methodist Church in Burlington, 
several miles northwest of the site of St. James’s, could be purchased 
| ‘at a reasonable price. By July 20, 1930, the purchase of the 
> building had been negotiated. Major improvements on the newly 1 ee 
acquired property included a basement, installation of a furnace, ae 
and the placing of an altar and a pulpit into the church. After Rie 
a brief farewell service in the old church the congregation drove mt 
in procession to the new church, where three dedicatory services 
) were held September 14, 1930. The old St. James’s Church was 
| now razed, and only the cemetery of the congregation remains at 


since 1914 and had been sold at public auction in 1927. It now 
serves as a farm house. Thus St. James’s, after worshiping in the 
country for almost 85 years, had literally “gone to town.” 

But while new congregations were being founded and an old 
one rejuvenated, one of the oldest congregations of this region, 
the somewhat notorious congregation in Damascus Twp., ot 
McClure, passed out of existence. In 1930 the membership of this 


the old site of St. James’s. The parsonage had not been in use 


congregation had dwindled to two persons, and these “disbanded” _ 


the congregation, which had had a somewhat story existence 
approximately eighty years. 5 : : 


This loss, however, was almost immediately replaced. A few 


members of St. Paul’s, Napoleon, lived in the vicinity of Liberty 
Center, Ohio. Pastor F. J. Lankenau decided to have a thorough 
survey made of Liberty Township. Student H. L. Krueckeberg, 
then assistant to Pastor Lankenau, canvassed the territory during 
the summer of 1931. In September Student R. Miller was placed 
in charge of the mission-field. He organized St. Paul’s Ev. Luth. 
Church of Liberty Center Jan. 11, 1932. The following summer 
the Mission Board of the Central District called Cand. H.L. 
Krueckeberg, who was ordained and installed in St. Jaul’s, Liberty 
Center, the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, 1932, by Pastor 
F. Wambsganss, chairman of the Mission Board. Trinity, Delta, 
was now separated from the Fulton County Parish and joined with 
St. Paul’s, Liberty Center, into one parish. 

August 25, 1931, Pastor G. Thun of St. John’s, Freedom Twp., 
departed this life in Toledo Hospital, Toledo, after a long and 
severe illness. He preached his last sermon, a Lenten sermon, 
Feb. 12, 1931. An operation performed July 10, 1931, merely con- 
firmed the seriousness and hopelessness of his condition. He died 


at the age of 52 years, 10 months, and 3 days, after serving in. 


the ministry almost 31 years. He was born Oct. 22, 1878, in 
Waasbuetel, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. He received his pre- 


paratory training at Kropp in Schleswig, Germany. Graduating 


from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1900, he served six years 
at Mitchell, Ontario, and then seven years at Dashwood, Ontario, 
Canada. Since 1913 he had been pastor of St. John’s, Freedom 
Twp., being instrumental in the erection of St. John’s School in 
1918 and the opening of a second room in St. John’s School, with 
a woman teacher, in 1921. He was survived by his widow and one 
adopted daughter. Funeral services for Pastor Thun were held 
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Eggers, his brother-in-law, served as supply pastor and after his 


departure as vacancy pastor. After observing the customary period 
of mourning, St. John’s Congregation called Pastor George Maassel 
of Sherwood, who was installed the Twenty-fifth Sunday after 


Trinity, 1931, by Pastor Ad. Eggers. 


May 19, 1931, the Homedale Lutheran Mission in West Toledo — 
was organized as Holy Cross Ev. Luth. Congregation by Pastor 
J.P. Fackler. ; : 


Aug. 2, 1931, Pastor F. W. Almendinger resigned his pastorate 
at Memorial Church, Toledo, and, so it is reported, eventually 
again affiliated with the United Lutheran Church. His successor 
was Pastor Henry Burandt of Asheville, North Carolina, who was 


inducted into office in Memorial Church the Twenty-third Sunday _ 


after Trinity, Nov. 7, 1931, by Pastor E.C. Fackler, assisted by 
Pastor G. Blievernicht. 
St. John’s, Sherwood, did not at once call a pastor but before 


the removal of Pastor Maassel to Freedom Township engaged Stu- 


dent Fred Voigtmann of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, 
to teach school and to conduct the regular Sunday services, while 
Pastor Maassel continued as vacancy pastor. The following sum- 
mer Candidate J. W. Acker was called and installed in St. John’s 
the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity, 1932, by the Visitor, Pastor 
O. G. Hebestreit. 

At the 1933 convention of the Central District the youngest 


congregation of this area, St. Paul’s, Liberty Center, and one of 


the oldest, St. John’s, Freedom Twp., were received into membership 
of Synod. ; 

The same year occurred a most notable addition to the number 
of Christian day-schools of this territory when St. Paul’s, Napoleon, 
opened a two-room school with an initial enrolment of 84, which 


by New Year had grown to 90. Mr. Evald V. Nolte of Lorain, — 


Ohio, was installed as first teacher in St. Paul’s the Third Sunday 
after Trinity, 1933, by Pastor F. J.Lankenau. The first teacher 
of the primary room was Miss Helen Lankenau. 

Because of continued growth in enrolment, St. John’s, Freedom 
Twp., in the fall of 1933 opened a third classroom in its parish- 


Sn ae tee 
Aug. 28, 1931, in St. John’s Church. The Visitor, Pastor G.Blie 
_-vernicht, preached the sermon on Psalm 39:9. Pastor H.C. Kunst 
read the obituary, and Pastor F.W.G. Mueller officiated at the ei 
grave in St. John’s Cemetery. = © Se 4 
While Pastor G. Thun was incapacitated, Pastor emeritus Ad. rt 


ie Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Tins , as 
te ‘intermediate grades. - 


Meanwhile the Bethlehem Mission i in South Toledo had ft | 


he : progress exceedingly slowly. Three different students, Carl Rusch, 
Leland R. Larsen, and Henry Efman in three successive years con- 


tinued to labor in the field in which Frederick Lorberg had made 
the initial efforts. The results were far from astounding. The 
‘Mission Board of the Central District, which had meanwhile lent 
aid to the mission, now resolved to make a decisive effort to put 


life into the venture. Candidate W.O. Pasche, an instructor at 


Concordia College, Conover, North Carolina, was called and ar-_ 


rived in Toledo Aug. 20, 1933. He organized Concordia Ev. Luth. 
Congregation September 19, 1933, giving up the name Bethlehem 


et because there were already Bethiehen Lutheran Churches in Toledo. 


The following spring, March 11, 1934, Candidate W. O. Pasche was 
ordained and installed as first pastor of Concordia Church by Pastor 
W.C. Birkner, the Mission Director of the Central District. At the 
1934 convention of the Central District Concordia Church was 
received into membership of Synod. 

In June, 1934, the faculty of Concordia Seni Se Louis, 

conferred upon Pastor F. J. Lankenau the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. This well-deserved honor bestowed upon Pastor Lan- 
kenau brought prestige not only to St. Paul’s, Napoleon, but. to 
all of Northwestern Ohio as well. ies “schwarze Ecke” was no 
longer all black. 
September 23, 1934, St. John’s, Ridgeville Twp., celebrated 
its 75th anniversary with ioe festival services. Pastor H. H. Hart- 
mann, a former pastor of St. John’s, preached in both German and 
English. Pastor H. Steger, the son of a former pastor, also spoke 
in German, and Pastor C.H. Schroeder preached in English. 


In 1935 St. John’s, Freedom Twp., formally called as teacher 


for the intermediate grades of its school Mr. Elmer Bunsold, who 
was installed the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, 1935, by Pastor 
George Maassel. — 

With the aid of the Women’ s Missionary Endeavor ae the 
Central District, St. Paul’s Congregation in Liberty Center was 
provided with a portable chapel, which was dedicated on Epiphany 
Sunday, 1935. Its sister congregation, Trinity, Delta, applied for 
membership i in Synod at the General Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, 
in 1935, Since, however, only one paragraph of the constitution 
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sanction. In 1936 Trinity, Delta, was received into membership of 


AF Synod by the Central District. 
- Already in 1934, the second year of its existence, St. Paul’s 


in Napoleon opened a third classroom because of increased en- 
rolment. A student was employed to teach the intermediate grades. 
But in 1936 St. Paul’s called Candidate Walter Becker, a graduate 


of Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois, as second 
full-time teacher. He was installed the Eleventh Sunday after 


Trinity, 1936, by Pastor F. J. Lankenau, D. D. . 

To provide better facilities for its Sunday-school and other 

organizations of the congregation, St. Peter’s, Florida, razed the 
one-time St. John’s Michaelis Church, which since the amalgama- 
tion had served as the school of St. Peter’s. A neat bungalow-style 
patish-house was erected, into which most of the lumber of the 
sturdy old St. John’s-Michaelis Church was again incorporated. 
The new parish-house cost about $5,500 and was appropriately 
dedicated Jubilate Sunday, May 3, 1936. 
For almost six years Holy Cross Congregation in Toledo had 
been blessed with steady growth. After worshiping in a private 
home for about six months, it located in a vacant store at Bennett 
and Waggoner for a year. When these quarters became too small, 
the congregation rented a two-unit store at Bennett and Dryden, 
where Sunday-school and church services were held from April, 
1932, until August 16, 1936. October 4, 1936, Holy Cross, Toledo, 
dedicated the first unit of its church with three divine services, in 
which Prof. Paul Bente of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Pastor 
F. J. Lankenau, D.D., and Pastor E. C. Fackler of Detroit de- 
livered the sermons. 

When Concordia Church in South Toledo had come com- 
pletely under the guardianship of the Central District Mission 
Board, the Mission Society of Toledo cast about for a new project. 
This time their attention turned to the 15,000 Negroes in Toledo. 
A store building at 569 Dorr Street was rented, and the first service 
for the colored folk, attended by two adults and a number of 
colored children, was conducted May 17, 1936, by Pastor K. R. 
Trautmann. Pastor F. A. Kiess, who after leaving St. John’s, 
Defiance, had served churches in Reynolds and Logansport, Indiana, 
and now lived in retirement in Toledo, desiring to be of some 
further use to the Church, was put in charge of this mission project. 


\ sregation was submitted, recommendation was made that 
the entire constitution be referred to the Central District for 
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The work among the Negroes soon proved to exceed the powers 
_ of a retired man. September 8, 1937, Candidate H. L. Steinbauer, 
a graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, came to Toledo to 
_ work in what was now known as the St. Philip’s Colored Mission. 
The first-fruits of this mission endeavor were the confirmation of 
five adults in the faith of the Lutheran Church June 5, 1938. 

Early in 1937 Pastor A. Betz accepted a call to Auburn, In- 
diana, after serving Zion, Edgerton, for almost thirteen years. 
His successor was Pastor Paul A. J. Mueller, who had served one 
term as missionary in India and whose state of health did not 
permit his return to the foreign mission-field. He was installed in 
Zion, Edgerton, Sexagesima Sunday, 1937, by the Visitor, Pastor 
O. G. Hebestreit. 

At the convention of the English District in 1936 Pastor 
H. Burandt was elected Executive Secretary of Missions of the 
English District. He was inducted into his important office Oculi 
Sunday, 1937, by Pastor A.T. Tong. His successor in Memorial 
Church, Toledo, was Pastor F. J. Schumm of Elyria, Ohio, who was 
installed Reminiscere Sunday, 1937, by Pastor F. J. Lankenau, D. D. 

1937 also marks the resignation and retirement of two pastors 
associated with the work of the Missouri Synod in Northwestern 
Ohio. One of these was Pastor B. F. Oldenburg, who completed 
25 years of service in St. John’s, Ridgeville Twp., or Stryker, as it 
is now listed in the Statistical Year-book. He removed his family 
to Fort Wayne. The other was Pastor H. B. Wurthmann, who 
after his pastorate at Immanuel, Hamler, had served at Woodland, 
Indiana, and at Mount Hope, Olive. He settled with his family 
in Napoleon, Ohio. Since recovering his health somewhat, he has 
assisted pastors in Henry County in various ways. 

St. John’s, Stryker, now called Pastor H.L. Krueckeberg of 
Liberty Center, Ohio. He was inducted into office the Third Sun-. 
day after Trinity, 1937, by Pastor L. Zehner. Three weeks later 
Candidate C. H. Matthias was ordained and installed in St. Paul’s, 
Liberty Center, and in Trinity, Delta, the Sixth Sunday after 
Trinity, 1937, also by Pastor L. Zehner. 

The convention of the Central District in 1937 created a 
School Aid Fund and appropriated the sum of $4,000 to give 
“temporary aid to schools of established congregations who fail 
to see their mission opportunities and the increased services of the 
pastor when released from teaching the school, and who for lack 
of experience and appreciation have not been animated to engage 
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and support a teacher.” One beneficiary of this School Aid Fund 
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was St. John’s, Sherwood, where for years the pastors had taught 
in the-Christian day-school. A number of circumstances, however, 
conspired in the case of St. John’s Congregation to nullify the good 
intentions and the noble purpose of the District. After employing 
a teacher for several years with the support of the School Aid 
Fund, St. John’s Congregation in 1941 resolved to close and dis- 
continue its Christian day-school. 

An unusual ordination occurred early in 1939 when Prof. E. G. 
Schwiebert, Ph. D., professor of history at Valparaiso University, — 
was ordained and installed as assistant pastor of St. Paul’s, Na- 
poleon, by Pastor F. J. Lankenau, D.D. Dr. Schwiebert is a native 


of Henry County and a graduate of Capital University, Columbus, 


Ohio. When he joined the faculty of Valparaiso University, he 


also qualified for membership in the ministerium of the Missouri 


Synod. By being called, honoris causa, assistant pastor of St. Paul’s, 
there was created a valid reason for his ordination. 

Pastor J. W. Acker was called to Evansville, Indiana, in the 
summer of 1939. Pastor E. Neitzel, for four years instructor at 
Concordia College, Fort Wayne, succeeded him, being inducted 
into office in St. John’s, Sherwood, the Twelfth Sunday after 
Trinity, Aug. 27, 1939, by Pastor O. G. Hebestreit. : 

Possibly the deepest sorrow in more than 90 years came to the 
churches of the Missouri Synod in Northwestern Ohio when their 
beloved leader, Pastor F. J. Lankenau, D.D., suddenly departed 
this life at Kansas City, Missouri, July 16, 1939. He attained an 
age of 70 years, 2 months, and 20 days. He had been in the 
ministry for 48 years, of which he had spent more than thirty years 
in St. Paul’s, Napoleon. Funeral services were held Wednesday 
afternoon, July 19, 1939. At the parsonage Pastor F. W.G. 
Mueller addressed words of comfort to the bereaved family on 
2 Tim. 4:8,9. Pastor H.Grueber, D.D., acting President of 
Synod, preached in St. Paul’s Church the German sermon on 
Eph. 4:8. Pastor W. F. Lichtsinn, President of the Central Dis- 
trict, spoke in English on John 9:4. Pastor G. Blievernicht, the 
Visitor of the circuit, officiated at the altar, and Pastor George 
Maassel read thé committal service. The body rests in the 
mausoleum of Forest Lawn Cemetery in Napoleon. 

The Napoleon Northwest News carried the following editorial 
comment on the passing of Dr. Lankenau: 

“The full import of a man’s worth to the people he serves is 
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but it is life. ; 5 
“In my several years as a reporter of the Henry County scene 
‘3 _ I have never met a person who had other than the highest respect — 
pee for Dr: F. J. Lankenau. There were several who did not agree with 
“poss all that he did, but there were none who thought him mean or petty. 
“He was a real man —a man of effort and force and achieve- 
ment. The multiplicity of his activities was astounding and, there- 
_ fore, the degree of his achievements all the more remarkable. 
“Dr. Lankenau spoke well, wrote well, was a fine organizer, 
a splendid practical churchman, and more than that —a successful 
pastor. He loved his people, and they loved him. aae 
- “He was fearless in his faith: Don’t retreat, go forward. 
That was the rule by which he governed his life and his work. — 
“He will be missed, as men who have accomplished much that 
_ 4s good are always missed. And there is a greater void because 
there are so few like him left to carry on.” — 
. After observing a period of mourning, St. Paul’s, Napoleon, 
called Pastor Martin Zschoche of Palmer, Alaska, who had 
re previously been assistant to Dr. Lankenau in Napoleon. He was 
a ene installed in St. Paul’s Quasimodogeniti Sunday, 1940, by Pastor 
George Maassel, who had served for eight months as vacancy pastor 
at St. Paul’s. she 
In the summer of 1939 Mr. W. Sowatsky resigned at St. Luke’s, 
Clinton Twp. The congregation now engaged Mr. Ronald Gers- 
mehl, a graduate of Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, as 
teacher of its school. In the summer of 1941 the congregation 
formally called Mr. Gersmehl as teacher of St. Luke’s School. 
In the last few years the two youngest mission ventures in 
Toledo have made satisfactory progress, and, to some extent at 
least, the progress of the one depends upon the progress of the 
other. Concordia Church in Beverly Place is this summer, 1941, 
erecting a substantial church at a cost of about $15,000. When the 
one-time Bethlehem Mission Chapel is vacated, it will be transferred 
into “little Africa” in the older section of Toledo to become the 
house of worship of the colored mission. Although St. Philip’s 
colored mission is not yet an organized congregation, its missionary, 
Candidate H. L. Steinbauer, is now its regular pastor, having been 
ordained the First Sunday in Lent, Feb. 11, 1940, by Pastor K. R. 
Trautmann. 
Meanwhile the pastoral conference of Northwestern Ohio be- 


never fully realized until he is called away. That in itself is tragic— 


project which aims 

County, where several 
s Pastor W.H. Werling. Aug. 31, 1930, he was 
the mission-work of the Missouri Synod in China. 


congregation was born and died. The worker 


about Antwerp, Ohio, and conducted the first services in Antwerp — 
Dec. 24, 1939. Progress has been slow, and as yet no congregation 
os has been organized. The work, however, promised some success, Bete). 
and the Mission Board of the Central District granted a small 
subsidy to the conference for this mission venture. This fall, 1941, 
Pastor W.H. Werling plans to open a second preaching place at 
Haviland, Ohio. If his plans mature, the first service will be con- 
_ ducted there Oct. 19, 1941. Tape 
In the spring of 1940 St. John’s Congregation in Freedom 3 — 
Twp. took a careful inventory ‘of the condition of its church 
building. The church was erected in 1883 and enlarged in 1906 
and had now reached the stage where extensive repaits were ab- 
solutely necessary. In July the congregation resolved a thorough E 
tenovation of the church. Work was begun the last week in ne 
August, 1940. March 23, 1941, a practically new church could be 
dedicated to the service of God. The cost of the renovation 
amounted to almost $22,000. Pastor emeritus Ad. Eggers, Pastor 
W.C. Birkner, and Pastor Martin Zschoche preached in the dedi- 


catory services. In the evening Mr. E. V.Nolte offered a musical ; 

_ program on the rebuilt organ. ie 

- During the past year the following changes-in pastorates have ee 

occurred. Pastor H.C. Knust resigned his office in Immanuel, 

Hamler, in September, 1940, and retired to Napoleon, Ohio. His : 

successor is Pastor Walter Fehner, whom he installed the Sunday ws 

after New Year, Jan. 5, 1941. ich 
Pastor R. G. Trautmann accepted a call to New Palestine, a 

Indiana, in September, 1940. The Fulton County parish was once lee 


again divided. St. Luke’s Clinton Twp., and Emmaus, Wauseon, pies 
called Pastor Carl E. Zehner of Oklahoma, who was installed by ? 
his father, Pastor L. Zehner, the First Sunday in Advent, Dec. 1, 
1940, St. James’s, Fulton County, now Burlington, received as its 


pS Rie Peon, Fs Sa 
>: en ee sr rs = ‘a b i - . . 
. : ‘2 ’ - 
a ag Ve ‘ yy is oe ee rd Vee yy: 
y ee A * eae 4 a. ek het pee “ : ‘ 
Pe Cape ae ao, pee ay eee eS Oe Pe wae i 


a “ 


ok, mie ee ma ‘ ae Sah Btu ~~ : >: 
CONCORDIA HISTORICAL INSTITUTE QUAR 


~ pastor Candidate Otto Toelke, who was ordained and installed by se 
Pastor H. L. Krueckeberg, Dec. 29, 1940. aoe 


To complete the chronicle of these last two decades, several 
joint efforts of the congregations of the Missouri Synod in North- 
western Ohio may be mentioned. In 1929 the congregations of 
Henry and Fulton and Defiance counties celebrated the Quadri- 
centennial of Luther’s Small Catechism with services on the Henry 
County Fair Grounds. The preachers for this occasion were Pastor 
C. H. Weber of Zanesville, Ohio, and Pastor E. J. Friedrich, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The following year to celebrate the Quadricentennial 
of the Augsburg Confession a more ambitious program was offered. 
The speakers for this occasion were Pastor Ph. Wambsganss and 
Pastor W.Klausing of Fort Wayne, Pastor E. Voss of Saginaw, 
Mich., and Pastor K. Trautmann of Toledo. These commemora- 


_tions of Reformation events were rounded out with a third celebra- 


tion in 1934 when the Quadricentennial of Luthet’s translation of 
the Bible was observed. Again four speakers were engaged. 
Prof. E. Schnedler of Fort Wayne spoke on the topic “Luther and 
the Bible”; Prof. W.C. Burhop spoke on “Luther and Civil Gov- 
ernment”; Pastor P. O. Kleinhans of Cleveland addressed the large 
gathering on the topic “Luther and the Family”; and Prof. Paul 
Bente’s address had the theme “Luther and Education.”. 

The outstanding celebration of this nature in Toledo was the 
Lutheran Centennial Celebration commemorating the Centennial 
of the City of Toledo, sponsored by the Lutheran Churches of the 
Synodical Conference of Toledo and vicinity. This celebration 
was held in the Walbridge Park Amphitheater, Toledo, Ohio, 


June 13, 1937, at 3:00 P.M. The speaker was Prof. Walter A. 


Maier, Ph. D., of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. A mass 
chorus sang under the direction of Mr. J. G. Twietmeyer. 

Since 1930 the pastors of Henry and Defiance and Fulton 
counties have been conducting a Sunday-school Teachers’ Institute 
with varying success. The group meets once a month from Sep- 
tember until June. From time to time interest lags, and the atten- 
dance dwindles, but in almost twelve years the institute has been 
of benefit to Sunday-school teachers and undoubtedly will continue 
to be’a blessing to the Sunday-schools of this area. 

October 5, 1933, the Henry County Choral Society was or- 
ganized with 78 charter members. For four years this group offered 
sacred concerts in a number of the churches in this territory. In 1938 
the Choral Society broadened its field to include Defiance County 


oie. assumed the name Maumee Valley Festival Organization. 


This enlarged group, however, limited its activities to a Spring 


Musical Festival and a Reformation Festival in the fall. These 


celebrations alternated between Napoleon and Defiance. In 1941 


the organization again limited itself to Henry County, and its ac- 


tivities centered in Napoleon. 


Statistics of 1940 Cont Me Staday 


Pastor ' Congregation Souls municants school 
H.C.Siegert —— St. John’s, Holgate 320 210 91 
Paul A.J. Mueller Zion, Edgerton 145 113 112 

_ C.H. Schroeder St. Stephen’s, S.Ridge 275 185 62 
George Maassel St. John’s, Freedom 728 489 *152 
A.C. Thober Trinity, Elmore 298 185 198 
K. Trautmann Immanuel, Toledo 497 348 * 59 
Walter Fehner Immanuel, Hamler 327 246 Ai 
E. W. Paul Peace, Deshler 175 LO" © -F 
G. Blievernicht Trinity, Toledo 916 765 * 83 
H.L.Krueckeberg St. John’s, Stryker 302 237 58 
F. W. G. Mueller St. Peter’s Florida - 260 179 139° 
Carl Zehner St. Luke’s, Clinton 220 163 * 32 
Carl Zehner Emmaus, Wauseon 154 105 44 
Otto Toelke St. James, Burlington 101 70 27 
C. H. Matthias St. Paul’s, Liberty Center 157 105 36 
C. H. Matthias Trinity, Delta 63 46 8 
M. Zschoche St. Paul’s, Napoleon 1,066 804 *120 

_F.W.Horstmann St. Paul’s, Flatrock 195 103 39 
E. Neitzel St. John’s, Sherwood 368 275 #15 
O.G.Hebestreit. St. John’s, Defiance 827 619 * 64 
L. M. Zehner Zion, Ridgeville Corners 195 130 80 
F. J. Schumm Memorial, Toledo 520 262 210 
J. P. Fackler Holy Cross, Toledo 292 193 223 
W. O. Pasche Concordia, Toledo 215 125 66 
H. L. Steinbauer St. Philip’s, Toledo 45 18 27 


* Parish School 


+ Saturday- and Summer-schools 


From these statistical summaries it is apparent that the Missouri 
Synod in Northwestern Ohio has had a steady growth during the last 
four decades. In 1903 the membership of the congregations of the 
Missouri Synod in the northern counties was 6,998 souls and 4,084 
communicants with 957 pupils enrolled in the various educational 
agencies. In 1922 there were 7,329 souls and 4,737 communicants, 

with 1,187 pupils enrolled in the educational agencies of the 
Church, of whom 413 were enrolled in Christian day-schools. In 
1940 the total number of souls was 8,661, of communicants 6,085, 
and of pupils enrolled in the various schools 1945. The enrolment 
in the Christian day-schools has attained a total of 525. 
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_ Eatheranism i in this area. 


- Old Salem in Toledo, which i in 1845 called Pastor FE Tedeiee 


is een served by Pastor T. G. Klinksick of the American Lutheran 


Church, and in 1939 had a communicant membership of 711. 

The field in which Pastor Aug. Knape labored is today repre- 
sented by four’ congregations of the American Lutheran Church: 
Bethlehem, Okolona, Pastor C. Steinert, 294 communicants, Beth- 
lehem, Adams Ridge, Pastor G. C. Kaiser, 104 communicants, 
St. Mark’s, West Ridge, Pastor G. C. Kaiser, 140 communicants, 
St. Peter’s Ridgeville Corners, Pastor Hy. Is 166 communicants. 

St. Paul’s, Napoleon Twp., an offspring of Old Zion in New 
~ Hanover and then its successor, for several years served by Pastor 
L. Dulitz of the Missouri Synod, is now also a congregation of 
the American Lutheran Church. It is now being served by Pastor 
 G.Hueter and numbers 464 communicants. 

_ Emanuel in Napoleon, served by Pastor E. R. Moser, has 291 
communicant members. . 
Hope Congregation, northeast of Hoes in the southern part 


_of Henry County, has 290 communicants and is being served by 


Pastor A.G. Wacke. Its daughter congregation, St. Stephen’s in 
Hamler, Ohio, is served by Pastor E. H. Gerfen and numbers 195 
communicant members. 

St. John’s, founded by dissenting members of Peace Contre 
gation near Deshler, has a membership of 285 communicants and 
is being served by Pastor C. W.Knollmann. St. John’s, too, has 
a daughter congregation in Deshler, Immanuel, which is served by 
Pastor Theo. Mittermaier and numbers 163 communicants. 

At Danbury, Ohio, where Pastor Ph. Jakob Trautmann labored 
almost a century ago, there is today a St. Paul’s Congregation” 
numbering 264 communicants, served by Pastor E. E. Eckhoff of 
the American Lutheran Church. 

The original field of Pastor Adam Detzer in Williams and 
Fulton counties is now dotted with the following congregations of 
the American Lutheran Church:  - 

St. Paul’s, Bryan, Pastor Edwin Kressin, 68 communicants 
Immanuel, Ney, Pastor Edwin Kressin, 93 communicants 
Grace, Edgerton, Pastor R. E. Springer, 65 communicants 


St. Martin’s, Archbold, Pastor R. E. Springer, 157 communicants . 
~ St. Peter’s, Edon, Pastor Elmer Klingensmith, 225 communicants 
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St. ae s, ‘Monepelies, Pastor Kenneth De Walt, 135 communicants 


St. Paul’s, Pettisville, 45 communicants _ 

Trinity, Wauseon, Pastor P. F. Radloff, 271 Poiuiienicants 

St. John’s, Swanton, Pastor P.F. Radlof, 31 communicants — E 
Finally St. Paul’s in Defiance, founded by Pastor John Dein- 


doerfer of the Iowa Synod in 1870, is now being served by Pastor 


~ Henry W. Disbro and has a communicant membership of 266. 


Auglaize and Allen Counties 


The story of the churches of the Missouri Synod in Auglaize 
and Allen counties in the last eighteen years can be told brichy 


since there was no expansion. 


When Pastor Karl R. Trautmann was called to Immanuel, 
Toledo, he was succeeded by Pastor E. T. Lochner of Auburn, In- 
diana. ~The latter was inducted into office the Eleventh Sunday 
after Trinity, 1927, by Prof. W.C. Burhop of Concordia College, 


Fort Wayne. 


The same year Pastor Ad. Eggers resigned and retired to 


- Ridgeville Corners, Ohio. His successor was Pastor H. G. Jung- 


kuntz, who was installed the Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity, 
1927, by Pastor E. T. Lochner. 

In 1930 Pastor Lochner was called into the Wisconsin Syacd, 
The Seventh Sunday after Trinity, 1930, Candidate L. Albrecht 
was ordained and installed in Immanuel, Lima, by Pastor E. Paul. 

In the summer of 1939 Pastor H. G. Jungkuntz resigned and 
retired to Fort Wayne, Indiana. He was succeeded by Pastor L. J. 
Rausch of Mansfield, S.Dak., who was installed in St. John’s, 
Wapakoneta, Dec. 3, 1939, by Pastor O. G. Hebestreit. 


Statistics of 1940 


Pastor L. J. Rausch, St. John’s, Wapakoneta, 190 souls, 137 
communicants, 43 in sredaer-haol: 

Pastor L. Albrecht, Immanuel, Lima, 232 souls, 140 com- 
municants, 81 in Sunday-school. 


Van Wert County 


Also in Van Wert County there was no change in the number 
of pastors and congregations during the past eighteen years. 

Pastor E. H. Zucker, who had been temporarily out of office, 
was called by the parishes Immanuel of Van Wert and St. Paul’s 
of Convoy and installed the Fifth Sunday after Trinity, 1923, by 
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Pastor Theo. Henkel. _ When Pastor E. H. Zucker resigned five 
years later and moved to Fort Wayne, he was succeeded by Pastor 
Theo. Bergen of the South Wisconsin District. The latter was 
installed in the Van Wert-Convoy parish Jan. 6, 1929, by Pastor 
Theo. Henkel. , ae 

_ Later the same year Pastor Henry Hardt accepted a call to 
the Minnesota District. St. John’s, Convoy, called Pastor Otto 
A. Marschke of Oklahoma, who was installed the Sixteenth Sunday 
after Trinity, 1929, by Pastor Theo. Bergen. 

In the fall of that year Pastor Theo. Henkel courageously 
undertook the opening of a Christian day-school by teaching the 
school himself. The Central District Convention of 1930 took 
note of this fact and expressed “its pleasure with regard to the 
establishment of a school at Wren, Ohio, by the Rev. Henkel.” 

In 1932 Pastor R.O. Bienert resigned his charge at Zion, 
Schumm, and removed to Saginaw, Michigan. After a long 
vacancy, during which student Fred Voigtmann taught the school 

and conducted the regular services, Pastor Alfred Moeller of 
Painesville, Ohio, was called and installed at Zion, Schumm, 
Quinquagesima Sunday, 1934, by Pastor Paul W. Schultz. 

In 1935 Pastor Theo. Bergen likewise resigned his charge in 
the Van Wert-Convoy parish and was succeeded by Pastor H. Kra- 
mer of Texas, who was installed the Seventeenth Sunday after 
Trinity, 1935, by Pastor O. G. Hebestreit. 

June 14, 1936, Zion Congregation at Schumm commemorated 
the ninetieth anniversary of its founding with two special services, 
in which Pastor W. C. Birkner and President J. W. Behnken, D. D., 
President of the Missouri Synod, delivered the sermons. A sum- 
mary of the congregational records at that time revealed that in 
ninety years there had occurred in Zion Congregation 706 baptisms, 
399 confirmations, 153 marriages, and 200 burials. 4 

In 1938 Pastor Theo. Henkel resigned and retired from office. 
St. Thomas, Ohio City, called Pastor Walter E. Meyer of La 
Crosse, Indiana, who was installed the Eighth Sunday after Trinity, 
1938, by Pastor O. G. Hebestreit. 

Although there was no expansion in the three southern counties 
of Northwestern Ohio, the six parishes in Auglaize, Allen, and 
Van Wert counties have by no means been lifeless. From time 
to time, especially during the Reformation anniversaries, mass meet- 
ings have been held in both Lima and Van Wert, at which prominent 
men of the Missouri Synod have been the speakers. 
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ee Statistics of 1940 

Pastor A. Moeller, Zion, Schumm. 192 souls, 150 communi- 
cants, 18 children in parish-school. 

Pastor Walter E. Meyer, St. Thomas, Ohio City. 195 souls, 
147 communicants, 18 children in parish-school. 

Pastor Otto A. Marschke, St. John’s, Convoy. 191 souls, 156 
communicants, 12 children in parish-school. 

Pastor H. Kramer, Immanuel, Van Wert. 180 souls, 135 
communicants, 80 in Sunday-school. 

St. Paul’s, Convoy. 110 souls, 84 communicants, 81 in Sunday- 
school. ; \ 
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Thirty Years of Home Mission Work in the 
Rocky Mountain Country 
By REV. HENRY T. RAUH 


| Vv 

During the last eight months of 1888 the congregations and 
mission-stations established in February and March wete served by 
me on week-days as well and as often as it was possible for me to 
do this. At the same time I served Denver regularly every Sunday, 
one Sunday in July excepted, in the forenoon and evening except 
in the two summer months of July and August, in which we had 
no evening services. It was necessary during the other ten months 
of the year to have services in the evening in addition to the morning 
services because of the fact that not all the members of quite a few 
families could attend in the forenoon and because of the further 
fact that from 15 to 25 young women doing general housework for 
English-speaking people could not come in the forenoon. 

~ On April 23 I went to Trinidad again and held services there 
on that day and on the day following. I was greatly surprised 
when the officers of the church told me that the congregation had 
purchased a building site 50150 in one of the finest parts of the 
town for $750. On the return journey I preached in Pueblo on the 
26th and in Colorado Springs on the 27th. 

In the latter half of May I visited Las Vegas again and Trini- 
dad and held twé services at each place. While I was in Las 
Vegas, the wife of my host asked me: “Did you hear of the death 
of Mr.H.2” “Mr. H.?” I replied. “It seems to me as though 
I have heard that name. Who is he?” “Why,” said she, “do you 
not remember Mr. H., the man who told you that he would not 
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come to our services because when he would hear the name of Jesus 
mentioned in the sermon he would fall asleep? He died on 
April 25. He had a horrible death.” “No,” said I. “J have not 
heard of it. Pray, tell me how it was.” “Well, she said, “on 
April 25 he went to bed as usual, Shortly before midnight he 
awoke, sat up in bed and with a loud voice called his wife and said: 
‘Give me a glass of water, quick, I am dying.’ While she was | 
lighting a lamp and arousing the rest of the family, he called again 
saying: ‘Make haste, give me a glass of water, I am dying.” Then 
his daughter, whom you know, ran to him with the water, which 
he swallowed quickly and then threw the glass away and said: 
‘Good-by’ and dropped back dead. It is awful.” “Poor man,” 
said I. “I remember, I told him at the time he and I had our only 
conversation that he might some day desire to hear the precious 
name of the Savior which he so held in contempt, but he might not 
be granted the opportunity. This was an awful visitation of. wrath.” 

In July the candidate from our theological seminary in St. Louis 
to whom the call from Trinidad and Las Vegas had been extended, 
Pastor F. Lothringer, arrived to be inducted into office by me. 
As I had not up to that time heard whether or not a candidate 
had been secured for Durango, I decided to visit that place again 
in the week preceding the Sunday on which the installation in 
Trinidad was to take place. I held services in Durango in the 
evenings of July 25, 26, and 27, then went to Trinidad by rail, 
325 miles east of Durango. On Sunday, July 29, candidate Loth- 
tinger was ordained and installed in Trinidad and on July 31 in 
Las Vegas. He informed me that candidate J. H. Tietjen had 
been given and had accepted the call to Durango and was to be 
ordained and installed by him in August. On my way home on 
Aug. 2 in the evening I preached in Pueblo and was most agreeably 
surprised to see in the audience my former teacher in St. Louis | 
the now sainted Prof. R. Lange. He had come to Colorado for 
a month’s vacation on the advice of his physician. A few days 
later he went to Leadville, where for three weeks 10,200 feet above 
the sea he enjoyed the cool bracing Colorado atmosphere. At the 
end of the month he came to Denver, spent a few days with my 
family, preached for me on the last Sunday in August, and returned 
to St. Louis to resume his work in the seminary, 

A few days before Professor Lange’s arrival I started another 
mission-station near the town of Sterling, 140 miles northeast of 
Denver. A number of German Lutheran families from Western 
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were, however, a few families who had taken up homesteads 
iles from this settlement near the station of Fleming on the 
urlington. They all met for services at a private home in the — 
prin pal settlement. There were about 20 communicants in all. — 
be T served them once a month on week-days. re 
Pi On Sept.25 of this year the Kansas District of our Synod — 
was organized in Leavenworth, Kansas. It comprised the States of 
Kansas and Colorado and the Territory of New Mexico and later 
on also included Oklahoma. I presented to the Synod the im- 
portance of sending more ministers into Colorado and spoke espe- 
cially of the necessity of placing a man at Pueblo and of having 
a traveling missionary in the central and western pate of the’ Cen-" * > pam 
tennial State. The Synod promised to do everything it possibly 1 ee 
could in the matter. ; . Ie ren; “Te 
_ After my return from Synod I was in a train wreck on Oct. 6, an 
I had preached in Pueblo the night before and after the services : 
had taken the midnight Denver and Rio Grande Train for Denver. 
_ After having passed through Colorado Springs, where the train 
had made a stop for a few minutes, about 3 A.M. we passed a 
freight which had taken the siding at a station called Husted, about 
5 miles north of Colorado Springs. The brakeman of the freight 
had forgotten to close the switch at the upper end. In consequence 
of this oversight the passenger train was wrecked. It consisted of 
three baggage, mail, and express cars and seven coaches; it was 
a natrow-gauge train drawn by a broad-gauge engine. The D. and 
R.G. track out of Denver for several hundred miles was both broad 
and narrow gauge, having three rails. The first three cars were de- 
railed, rolled down a high embankment, and were in splinters; the 
engine remained on the track, also the coaches; I was in the first 
coach, the smoker. Thank God, no one was hurt; no one had even Baa, 
a scratch. Everybody admitted it was truly miraculous. After a: peor 
delay of some ten hours we reached Denver late in the afternoon ‘ae 
of that day. ‘i Sing 
About the middle of this month I had another rather un- 
pleasant experience. I had gone to the settlement near Sterling. 
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When I was there in September, the people living near Fleming had a 
_ requested that the services in October be held in their neighborhood; 
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this was agreed to by the other people. After I had been trans- ae 


ported from the depot in Sterling to the house of the first family — 


in the principal settlement, a number of these people started out 
at 4 P.M. for the house near Fleming where the services were to be 


held that evening at 7:30. We rode in a large farm wagon; there — 
were nine of us on it, two men and their wives, one young man 
and a young lady, a mother with a baby, and I. One of the married 


men did the driving. The horses were not in the very best con- 
dition. There were no roads as yet, just trails; nor were there any 
fences on the vast plains. We expected to reach our destination 
not later than 7 o’clock. We ate our lunch about 6. Soon after- 
wards darkness overtook us. One of the men lit a match, and we 
looked at our watches; it was 7:20. When we looked again, it was 


hear 8 o’clock. Again we looked, and it was 8:20. The men on 


the front seat could not understand why we had not yet reached 
the house. I heard the one say to the other: “I wonder how far 
we must travel yet.” The other one replied: “I certainly do not 
know.” Finally we halted a while to rest the horses. The two men 
on the front seat left the wagon and looked about, examining the 
surroundings as well as they could in the starlit night. “I believe,” 
said the one, “that we have been driving around in a circle.” This 
is what had actually happened and what happens quite frequently to 
people who drive across the extensive plains at night and are not 
guided by a compass. These men were now in doubt as to what 
to do; finally they decided to continue the journey. They looked 
at the stars and at last got their bearings. They made a right angle 
turn and drove in that direction. At last we reached the house so 
long looked for, but in it everything was dark. The people had 


retired. We aroused them and were told that the othets living in| 


the neighborhood had remained until 9 P. M. and had then returned 
home, imagining that for some reason or other I had failed to 
come. We looked at our watches and saw it was 11:25 P.M. 
We then started out on the return trip, were lost again, but finally 
about 4 A.M. reached the house from which we had started the 
afternoon of the day before. 

I had another experience in this same vicinity in the month of 
December. I had gone there to hold services again, this time at 
2 o’clock in the afternoon, so as to give the people a good chance 
to get home in time to do their chores. While I was preaching, 


get on their wagons and drive to their homes. Less than 40 minutes 
caught on the open plains in such a blizzard is extremely dangerous, 
oftentimes fatal. These people, as I learned later on, all reached 
In the morning I requested my host to drive me to Sterling so that 


‘the next day when the weather would have moderated. If we 


ook ck uds appeared on the northwestern horizon. — 
ved that the people were getting restless. No sooner had the 
ediction been pronounced than the worshipers made haste to 
after they had left, an awful blizzard swept over that region. To be 
their homes in safety. That night the thermometer registered — ‘as 
11 below zero. The cold continued throughout the following day. 


I could get home that evening. But he said I should wait until 


started out today and faced the icy wind, as we would be obliged 
to do, we might both freeze to death. I begged him to comply 


with my wish; but he positively refused. “Well, then,” said I, 


“if you will not drive me to town, I will go afoot. I must be in es 
Denver tonight as I have an engagement there at 8 o'clock, have 
a marriage ceremony to perform.” He spoke a few words to his 


wife and left the house, I did not just then understand why. In 


a short time he returned with his neighbor, a young man about 
30 years old, a bachelor, who had previously studied four years 
at Goettingen, Germany, and who had come to America in 1885 and 
had taken up a homestead on the same section with him. We talked 
matters over for a while. Then this young man said that if I in- 
sisted on going to Sterling, he would undertake to drive me there 
in time to make my train. He did so. It was not a very pleasant 
drive. Before we left for town, the people bundled me up well in 
quilts and blankets and placed a heated stove in the wagon so that 
I could keep my feet warm. Everything turned out well; I reached 
Denver on time. 

At the end of 1888 and in the beginning of 1889 our Synod 
had four ministers in Colorado, one in West Cliff, in the Wet 
Mountain Valley, one in the Trinidad-Las Vegas field, one in . 
Southwestern Colorado at Durango, and one in Denver. These 
men worked according to their several abilities in their respective 
localities for the spread of the Gospel of our Lord in its truth and 
purity, as we have it in our beloved Lutheran Church. ; 

Sometime after the organization of the Kansas District of 
our Synod, I informed the members of our congregation in Pueblo 
that the Mission Board would see to it that they would receive 
a minister of their own as soon as one could be secured. It might, 


- painters salary. 


diately nee to solicit subscriptions for 3 
By the end of the year a little over ‘$400 | h 
been pledged. They looked forward with joyful anticipation 


- time when they would be able to welcome their own pastor in chee 


midst, so that they could have services more regularly and on. 


; : Sundays. 


‘The congregation in Denver, shtich I ied been serving since 


September, 1886, was organized Dec. 21, 1879, by the sainted Rev. 


pus: Elicia On the day mieneoned 12 German Lutheran 


citizens of Denver met in a hall on 15th and Market streets and — 


under the leadership of their pastor effected the organization. The 


name adopted was The First German Ev. Luth. Church, U. A. C., 
of Denver, Colo.; this name was changed several years later to 
St. John’s German Ev. Luth. Church, etc. The first pastor, how- 


ever, on account of serious throat trouble, was obliged to leave 


Denver the following year. He went to Wartburg, Tenn., where 
on Nov. 6, 1882, he departed this life, having lived to i only 
31 years and 27 days old. Ten years of his life were spent in the 
service of the Lord.and His Church. After Pastor Hirschmann 
had left Denver, the small congregation in that city was ministered 
to for about one year by a theological student from St. Louis, 
Mr. Henry Frincke, who is now and who has been for 30 years 
pastor of one of our largest congregations in the State of Michigan, 
the congregation in the city of Monroe. In the spring of 1881 the 


Rev. L. W. Dornseif took charge of the Denver congregation and 


for five years served it faithfully, enduring great hardships and 
experiencing all kinds of adversities and passing through all sorts” 
of trials and tribulations. It was all hard and uphill work and 
continued to be such throughout the following decade. The con-. 
gregation, with the assistance of the Synod, had purchased a small 


frame church on Arapahoe St., which had formerly belonged to the 


Methodists, but which they had outgrown. It was about 2246 
on an inside lot 25140. 
When I entered upon the discharge of my ministerial duties 
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in Denver, the congregation had 27 voting members. Denver at 


that time was growing rapidly; it is, therefore, not surprising that 


in 1889 the congregation numbered 52 voting, 110 communicant, 


and 240 baptized members and had become self-supporting. The 


members of the congregation were scattered all over the city. 
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_ For this reason I considered it advisable to purchase three new 
ding sites in three different parts of the city, in S.W., in 


aoe =e band ae = sf Pic Saat ? 
N.W,, and in N.E. Denver, not to purchase these all at one time, — 
for that would not have been possible, but to buy first one, then 


two other sites, as soon as it could be done. After having given this 
matter considerable thought, I presented it first to the church 
council, who approved of it, and a month later to the congregation, 
who also with heart and soul favored the idea. It was decided first 
of all to buy in the southwestern part of the city, where most of 
the members lived; the other members could easily reach that part 
of the city by street car. Another reason why we wished to have 
a different location for a church was the fact that on one side of 
our old church there was a laundry and on the other side a saloon. 
The church had been erected first and the saloon quite a number 
of years later. Finally, in June, 1889, we purchased a most beauti- 
ful building site, 87125, on Fifth Ave. W. and Evans St. for 
$4,500, paying $2,500 cash and giving two notes for $1,000 each 
at 7 per cent., payable in one and two years. On these lots the new 
church was built, but seven years later. 

In the early part of the year 1889 the Legislature of Colorado 
had enacted a law prohibiting the erecting of a saloon within 
500 feet of any church or school. Now there happened to be three 
such establishments within 500 feet of our church and two within 
the same distance from another small church and one near the large 
Baptist church. The owners of these saloons decided to buy the 
properties of the two small churches. We demanded $2,500 for 
ours, and finally, in the first week of September, we were offered 
that sum. But because of certain irregularities in the abstract of 
title which had to be rectified and the rectification of which required 
more than a month and because of the further fact that the con- 
gregation in its January meeting had elected as trustees three men 
who were well up in years and who had had practically no ex- 
perience in matters of business and who did not demand the cash 
payment of a reasonable sum from the prospective purchasers to 
bind the bargain and because the owners of the saloons finally 
decided to test the validity of the above law, the deal was by them 
called off in the latter part of October. The Baptist church 
brought suit in the court against the saloon in its neighborhood 
and won. The defendant appealed the case to a higher court and 
lost. An appeal to the Supreme Court of the State was then 
made. But before the Supreme Court handed down a decision, 
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the Legislature elected in 1890 amended the law in question in the 
beginning of 1891 by eliminating the word church. That ended 
the matter. . 

On April 25, 1889, the first Missouri Synod conference of 
Colorado met in Denver. All four German ministers in the State 
and one Norwegian minister, who lived in Denver, attended. We 
had six sessions in all. On the last Sunday of April the visiting 
ministers conducted the services, which were exceptionally well 
attended. (To be continued) 


Notice 
It will be of interest to our members to learn that the Rev. 
G. H. A. Loeber of Milwaukee has presented our Institute with 
five little volumes of the Journal of his sainted grandfather, the 
Rev. G.H. Loeber of Altenburg, Perry Co., Mo., including his 
“Kirchliche Nachrichten” concerning his voyage on the ship 
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